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To whom we gave: Place by SubjeStion 7 


not for an Hour; that the Truth of the 


| Goſpel might continue with you. 


HRISTIANIT having been now in 
the World 1700 Nears, there is hardly 
any Condition that can befal the Church, 
but may be paralleb d, or at leaſt reſem- 
bled by the Condition it has been in, in 
1 ſome Place or Age before. 10 n 
That which our urch labours under at preſent, is, 


the bold and refttefs- Encroxchmems of many amongſt; 
us, upon the Byhops' and Paſtors” of int. Firlt, by an 


Endeavour to caſt our of our Publick Worlhip ſome Ce- 


remonies and Uſuges hitherto received in it; and infiead : 


of ſubmitting ton their Spiritual Governors in ſuch 


vo”. „ te % 


Matters, inſolently requiring their Governors ro comply 


with them, tho contrary to their wh Judgment ; and 
that alſo back d with Truth 1 Rexton, as well as Law! 


and Authority. And then upon this their Refuſal tot 
1 yeild to ſuch Innovators, by traducing them as Perſons 


% 


of another Religion, of a different Chriſtianity, and int 
12 word, as Papiſts and 14:/2rers ,, for perſiſting in che 
| Uſe of thoſe Ceremonies . that upon the moſt ſerious; 


Dali 


Y 


[ 2 ] 


Deliberation had about theſe Things, by ſuch as aid '? 
down their Lives againſt Popery; have by full Authority, 
both Fccleſiaſtical and Civil, been eſtabliſh'd in our 
Church. | | 

Not much unlike to which Caſe of ours, we have one 
here in the Church of Galatia, and that as early as the 
Times of the Apoſt. es themſelves : In which, both ewas 
and Gentiles being converted to Chriſtianity , a great 
Diſpute aroſe, Whether the Jewiſß Cuſtoms were to be 
joined with the Chriſtian Profeſſion; and conſequently, * 


Whether the converted Gentiles ought not to have been 


Crreumcis d according to the Law of Moſes, as well as 
Baia d according to the Religion of Chriſt. | 

The Zewihh Converts, who were infinitely fon4 of 
the Meſuicul Rites, even after their Names given to 
Chriſtianity, fiercely contended , not only for the Con- 
tinuance of Circumcifion amongſt themſelves, but for 
obliging the converted Gentiles to the ſame alſo. And 


in this their Error, they were the more confirmed by 


the Example and Practice of St. Peter, the great Apo- 

{tle of the Circumciſion ; (it being the Fate of the 
Church then, as well as fince, to have ſome of its 
Chict Leaders betray the Truth and Intereſt of it, by 
unworthy Compliances with its Enemies.) St. Peter, 1 
lay, thus Judaizing in ſome Things, and that even con- 
trary to his own Conſcience, as well as to the Truth of 


the Goſpel, (for the Text tells us in the 12th and 13th | | 
Verſes; that it was neither better nor worſe than down- * 


right Diſſimulation; and that ſuch an one, as like a a 
comagious Peſt, ſpread the Infection upon many more 


beſides himſelt, ) did, by his Example, mightily encou- 


rage thoſe 7ererhh Chriſtians, not only to a Confidence 
in their Error, bur alſo to an Expoſtulation with St. |} 
Paul himſelf, who being the Apoſtle of the Genr/es, 9 

both taught and practis d quite otherwiſe. And ſo far did 


it carry them, that they queſtion d the very Truth ot his 


Doctrine, calling it another Goſpel; and by no means 
the {ame that Chrift and the relt of the Apes had 
| taught 


{ taught before; as is intimated in the Firſt Chap. Ver 9. 
„ They reflected allo very flightly on his Perſon and Apo- 
r : {tleſhip; extolling St. Peter and others as Pillars, but 

deſpiſing St. Paul as no-body in Compariſon: Where— 
upon St. Paul coming to viſit theſe Converts in Ga/arzg, 
together, with his Companion Iitus, they preis d him 
very earneſtly, and with an Importunity next to Com- 
pulſion, to have Titus circumciſed according to the falſe 
Perſuaſion they had conceived of the necellary Uſe of 
2 Circumcifion. And vet as falſe as this Perſuaſion was, 
it wanted nor ſome Arguments to give it Colour. For 
might not theſe Ga/azians plead in the Behalf of the 
Continuance of Circumciſion , That Chriſt himſelf de- 
f clared, that he came not to deſtroy the Law of Alo/cs, 
o but to fulfil and confirm it? And was not Circumciſion 
one of the moſt conſiderable Parts of the Law? Indeed 
0 conſiderable, as to be the grand Obligation to bind 
Men to all the reſt. Did not alſo Chriſt command his 
2 own Diſciples to hear and do what the Phariſees taught 
them out of Moſes's Chair? And did they teach or own 
| any Thing as more necellary than Circumciſion? More- 
cover, did not St. Peter, who was the proper Apoſtle ot 
the Circumciſion, agree and concur with them in this 
Practice, or at leaſt not difluade them from it? Nay, 
and did not St. Paul himſelf cauſe Timothy to be cix- 
* cumciſed ? And it in this Matter there ſhould be any Dif- 
ference between theſe Two Apoſtles, was not the Ad- 
- 5 vantage clearly on St. Peter's Side, who having conver - 
a ſed with Chriſt in the Fleſh , muſt rationally be pre- 
e 1 fſum'd to know the true Senſe and Deſign ot the Goſpel, 
- } moreexattly than St. Pau, who had not converſed wirh 
e | him? And conſequently that it muſt be much ater for 
t. them in this Controverſy to adhere to the former, than 
„ F the latter? And laſtly, over and above all this, might 
d } they not plead themſelves extremely ſcandaliz d, grieved 
is and offended at the Practice ot ſuch Brethren, as ſhould 
s lay aſide Circumciſion, which they were ture was at firlt 
d Inſticuted by God, and never fince (tor what they could 
$ B- 42 find) 


44 
find) forbidden by Chriſt, but rather ſo much the con- 
trary , chat to countenance their Ceremony, Chriſt was 
c:rcumcis d himſelf? _ | 

Theſe Things carry ſurely ſome Shew of Reaſon in 
them, and were much more forcible Allegations for Cir- 
cumciſion than any that our Nonconformiſts bring 
againſt our Ceremonies; and yet as forcible as they 
ſeemed , they bad no other Effect upon St. Paul, than 
that with great Stiffneſs he rejects both them and thaoſe 
which urge] them; and upon a full Cognizance of the 
Merits of the whole Cauſe , reſolves not to give Place 
to them; no, nt forran Hour, This was the Occaſion of 
the Words here pitch'd upon by. us: In which we have 

theſe Five Things confideravle. 


I, A fierce Oppoſition made by ſome Erroneous 
private Chriſtians in the Church of Galatia, againſt | 
St. Paul, a great Apoſtle, and conſequently of prime 
Authority in the Church of Chriſt. d 


TId/y, The Cauſe of this Oppoſition, which was their { 
violent and unreaſonable requiring of him, the Practice 
of a thing as Neceſſiry, that in it ſelf was not fo, 


IIIa, The Way of their managing this Oppoſition, ? 
which was by beſpattering his Doctrine, and detracting 
from the Credit and Authority of his Perſon, for with- 
{tanding theſe their encroaching Demands. 


IVb, The Way which the Apoſtle took to deal with | 
ſuch violent Encroachers; and that was, not to give 
Place to them in the leaſt, 20 ot for an Hour. 


V:b/y, and laſily, The End and Deſign driven at by 
the Apoſtle in this his Method of dealing with them, 
vg. the Preſervation of the Goſpel in the Truth and 
Purity of it; That the Truth of the:Goſpel might conti- 


The 


eng a «6. * as « wonnd dit. ac wal toad 


ae with them, ' 


US 1 


7 The Sum of all which Particulars I ſhall gather into 
this one Propoſition, which ſhall be the —_— of the 
bllowing Diſcourſe: Namely, That the beſt and moſt 
Apoſtolical Way to Eſtabliſh a Church, and to ſecure in 
& a laſting Continuance of the Truth and Purity of the 
Boſpel, is for the Governors and Miniſters of it, not to 
Five Place at all, or yield up the leaſt received Conſti- 
FHution of it, to the Demands and Pretences of ſuch as 
Diſſent or Separate from it. All which is a moſt plain, 
natural, undeniable Inference from the Practice of 
St. Paul, in a Caſe ſo like ours, that a more like can 
hardly be imagined. iN 
Nov the Proſecution of this Propofition, I ſhall ma- 
nage under theſe following Heads. | 


1ſt, I ſhall conſider and examine the Pretences alledg- 
> ed by Diſſenters, for our quitting or yielding up any of 

the Conſtitutions of our Church. 5 
2dly, 1 ſhall ſhew what are naturally like to be the 
Conſequences of ſuch an Yieldance. | 
Zaly and laſtly, I ſhall ſhew what Influence and Effi- 
cacy a ſtrict Adherence to the Conſtitutions of the 
Church, and an abſolute Refuſal to part with any of 
them, is like to have upon the Settlement of the Church, 
and Purity of the Goſpel amongſt us. 


hut before I enter upon the Diſcuſſion of any of theſe, 
I muſt premiſe this Obſervation, as the Rule of all I 
{hall fay upon this Subject; namely, That the Caule is 
! altogether the ſame, of requiring, upon the account of 
Conſcience, a Forbearance of Practices in themſelves 
Lawful, through a Pretence of their Unlawfulneſs; and 
an impoſing upon the Conſcience, Practices in themſelves 
1, not Necellary, upon Allegation and Pretence of their 
Neceſſity; which latter was the Caſe between St. Paul 
and thoſe Galatians, as the former is between the Church 
. | of Eng/and and the Nonconformifts. Now both of help 
e our- 


| 6] 


Courſes are ſuperſtitious, and equally ſo; for tho Loud- A 
neſs and Ignorance have ſtill carry'd the Cry of Super- 


ſtition againſt the Ceremonies of the Church, yet (as 2 g. 


Learned Prelate has fully prov'd in his Viſitation Ser- 
mon) this Charge truly recoils upon our Diſſenters in 
the very Point and Matter before us. For, As to urge 


the Practice of a thing indifferent, as a part of Gods 
Worſhip, and for its ſelf neceſſary to be practiſed 


(which the Church of Englund never did, nor does, in n 


the In junction of any of its Ceremonies) is Superſtiti- 
ous; So, to make it necellary to abſtain from Practices 
in themſelves lawful and indifferent at the leaſt, alledg- * 
ing that they are ſinful and unlawtul , and conſequently, ? 
that an abſtinence from them is part of our Obedience 
to God; this is alrogether as ſuperſtitious, and diame- 
trically oppoſite to, and deſtructive of the Chriſtian Li- 
berty which Chriſt has inveſted his Church with. | 

1ſt, This premiſed, I ſhall now enter upon the firſt | 
thing propoſed, which was, To conſider and examine the 
Pretences alledged by Diſſenters tor quitting or yielding t 
up any of the Conſtitutions of our Church. 

And here in a noted Diſcourſe, ſo acceptable to ſuch 
as hate the: Church, and hope ſhortly to ruin it, Wwe 
have theſe Pretences already gathered to our Hands un- 
der a very few Heads, v2. the Infirmiry, the Importu- 
nity, and the plauſible Exceptions of our Nonconfor- 


miſts. Concerning the firſt of which, the Plea of In- 


trmity, or Weakneſs, if it be meant of ſuch a Weak- 
neſs (as it mult, if it argues any thing) as in the 14th | 
Chapter of the Epiſtie to the Romans, or the 8th Chap- 


ter of the 1ſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, St. Paul ſpeaks | | 


of thoſe weak Brethren, who in his Time being newly 


converted from Judaiſm or Gentihſm, were for a while 
to be born with in ſome things: It is moſt evident 
(and J have elſewhere proved ir fo, in a particular Di- 
courſe upon that very Subje&t) that the Caſe of thoſe | | 


Converts then, and of our Diſſenters now, are ſo abſo—- 
jutely different, that where People have from — In- 
| | fancy 


TP 


Emcy been bred up in a Chriſtian Church, and by Chri-. 


ſtian Parents and Teachers; ſuch Infirmity or Weakneſs 
as the Apoſtle there mentions in Perſans newjly come 
off from other Religions, neither is nor can be pleada- 
ble. After ſuch Means and Opportunities of Inſtructi- 
on, there can be no Doubting or Diſſatisfaction in things 


geceſſary to be known , practiſed or forborn, but what 
In all Perſons enjoying thoſe Means is very culpable, 


und in moſt inexcuſable. So that this Plea is imperti- 
Ment. And, : 
2dly, For that other of Importunity, it is fo ſenſe- 


less, and withal fo ſhameleſs a Pretence, that it may be 


referred even to the Judgment of thoſe that make it, 
vhether in caſe it were admitted againſt things legally 
Eſtabliſh'd, any Laws in the World could poffibly ſub- 
ſiſt, or continue, where People were bold and violent 
enough to oppole or exclaim againſt them. And fince 
the Civil State has found it neceſſary to arm it ſelf 
with Laus againſt Sturdy Beggars, it is methinks ſome- 


thing hard, that in the Eccleſiaſtical State Sturdy Beg- 


rs ſhould controul the Laws. 
3dly, In the laſt place therefore let us ſee what is to 
be aſcribed to their plauſible Exceptions. Where it will 


concern us firſt of all ro enquire into the Force and 
Meaning of this Word Plauſible, this High and Mighty 
Word, to which the long received Conſtitution of the 
/ whole Church ought to give place. Plauſible, I con- 
2 ceive, can have only one of theſe two Significations: 


Ji. It may be taken for that which carries with it 


. | more Appearance and Shew of Reaſon than its contrary, 
sin the Judgment and Opinion of the Multitude. Or, 


2dly, For that which carries a greater Appearance and 


3 Shew of Reaſon in the Judgment of the more knowing. 
From either of thele Exceptions, I ſhall ſhew that it 


makes nothing for them; and that from theſe follow- 
ing Conſiderations. 


1/t, Becauſe there is actually a much greater Number 


of Men in this Nation, that Practice and Conform to 


tha 


rity to believe, that there appears to them a greater 


BE 


the Uſe of the things now in debate between us, that f 
| 
1 


there is of [thoſe that ſtand oft and abſtain from them. 
And being ſo, unleſs we will judge all thoſe Men groſs A 
Hypocrites, we are bound in Reaſon and Chriſtian Cha- 


ground of Reaſon, why they ſhould ſo conform, than 
why they ſhould not. And conſequently, this firſt Sig- 
nification of Plauſibility fails our Diſſenters, ſince the 
Number of thoſe to whom Conformity appears more 
rational, is much greater than the Number of thoſe 
to whom the Exceptions againſt it appear to be ſo. 
In this Senſe therefore their Exceptions cannot be al- 
lowed ſo much as plauſible. But then, | : 
2dly, Admitting (which as they cannot prove, ſo nei- 
ther do we grant) that there was this kind of Plauſibili- 
ty in the Exceptions brought againſt Conformity, yet! 
deny that which is plauſible in this Senſe, that is, 
appears reaſonable to the Opinion and Vogue of the 
Multitude, ought to take Place of that which is thought 
to have greater Reaſon for it in the Senſe and, Judgment 
of the more Knowing, tho in Number much inferior 
to the Other; which is the other Senſe, in which I ſhew 7 
the word Plauſible may be taken. 1 
3dly. The Third Conſideration is, That fince the Go- 
verning Part of the Church and State have declared for 
Conformity by making Laws to enjoin it; and ſince in 
all Governments, the Advantage of Wiſdom and;Know- | 
ledge in making or changing Laws, muſt in Reaſon be 
elum'd to be rather on the Side of thoſe that govern, | 
than of thoſe that are to be governed; it follows, that 
according to that other Senſe alſo of Plauſibility, Con- 
formity, and the Reaſons for it, are more plauſible, than | 
the Arguments and Exceptions alledged againſt it, 
4tbly, The Fourth and laſt Conſideration, and which 
plucks up the foregoing Pretence by the Roots, is, That 
the ground of paſſing a thing into a Law, and retaining 
a Law, when once made, is not the Plauſibility of that 
Thing or Law, to the Senſe of the Multitude, hut that 
S ./ It 


„ 


| £9.) 
hat it accords to the Senſe and Judgment of thoſe that are 
em, to govern and make Laws for it. To which I add fur- 
roſs ther, that a Thing may be really and practicably con- 
ha- Þucing to the Good of the Multitude, though neither 
ter dab to the Opinion or Humour of it, and conſe- 
an guently no ways plauſible to it. | 
ig- / 
Fol Now from theſe Four Conſiderations, it being mani- 
"re feſt how infignificant that Pretence taken from the Plau- 
fibility of the Nonconformiſts Exceptions againſt the 
Conſtitutions of our Church proves to be; fince they 
Fare neither plauſible , as proceeding from the wiſer and 
governing Part of the Nation, nor yet as from the 
greater and more numerous Part of it; nor laſtly, ought 
li- to have any Controul upon the Laws, though they 
+] were never ſo plauſible upon this laſt Account: I ſhall 
is, | paſs from the Plauſibility, to the Force of theſe. Ex- 
1e ceptions, and ſee whether we can meet with any 
ht — of Reaſon, where we have not yet found the 
nt EW. | 
r And here I ſhall not pretend to recount them all in 
w particular; but they are reducible to, and derivable from, 

7 theſe Three Heads: 1½, The Unlawfulneſs: Or, 2d/y, 
The Inexpedience : Or, 3d/y , The Smallneſs of the 
Yr 7 Things excepted againſt. I ſhall touch but briefly upon 
n each of them, for the Meaſure of this Exerciſe will al- 
low no more. And, | 


1ft, For their Leading Plea of the Unlawfulneſs of 
t } our Ceremonies, grounded upon the old battled Argu- 
ment, drawn from the Unlawtulneſs of our Will- Wor- 
1 2 ſhip, and the Prohibition of adding to, or detracting 
from the Word or Worſhip of God: No other An- 
h 4 wer can or need be given to it, but that which has been 
t given over and over; vig. That our Ceremonies are 
z } not look'd upon by our Church, either as Divine Wor- 
t 
1 
t 


hip, or as any neceſſary Eſſential Part of it, but only 


as Circumſtances and External Appurtenances, for the 
B more 


L 10 3 


more decent Performance of that Worſhip. For that 


Men ſhould of their own Will impoſe , or uſe any 
thing as the neceflary Worſhip of God, or add any 


9 


thing to that Worſhip, as a neceſſary Eſſential Part of 
it, this queſtionleſs (as the fore-mentioned Allegations * 
ſufficiently prove) muſt needs be finful. But if from 


hence it be affirmed alſo, that no Circumſtance is to # 


be allowed abour Divine Worſhip, but what is declared; 
the Conſequence of that is ſo inſufferably ridiculous, 1 
that it will extend to the making it unlawful for tbe 
Church to appoint any Place or Hour for God's Publick } 
Worſhip; nay, it will reach alſo to the taking down 
of Pulpits, Reading-Deſks , Fonts, and every Thing 
elſe circumſtantially miniſtring to the Diſcharge ot 
Divine. Service, if not expreſiy mentioned, and com- 
manded in the Word of God. And let them upon F 
the foregoing Principle avoid the Abſurdity of this Con- 


Kquence if they can. Bur it is well remark'd by one, 


that theſe Men do not indeed believe themſelves, when 


they plead our Ceremonies unlawful : For when a late 


Att of Parliament enjoin'd all Perſons in Office to take the 
Sacrament, according tothe Uſe of the Church of England, * 


(and that we know is to take it Kneeling), they complied, 
rather than turn out of the leaſt Office of Gain, that they 


were poſſeſs d of. Which had it been unlawful, ſure- 


ly Men of ſuch Tender Conſciences (as they own them- 
Ives to be) would never have been brought to; ſince 
not the Wet unlawful Thing ought to be done for the 


greateſt Temporal Ad vantage whatſoever. But ſince 


theſe Men have by ſo many other Inſtances manifeſted 


to the World, that they look upon their own. Will as 
their Law, they — do well hereafter to alledge no 
other Argument for the Unlawfulneſs of our Ceremo-- 


nies. And therefore to paſs to the Second Plea of the 


Inexpedience or Inconvenience of them: I anſwer theſe 


Two Things. 


1, That | 


11 ] 


Z 13/?, That Expedience being a Word of a general in- 
definite Senſe, and determinable by the ſeveral Fancies, 
of Humours, Apprehenſions, and Intereſts of Men about 
the ſime Thing; fo that what is judg d Expedient by 


ns | 
m ene Man, is thought Inexpedient by another: The 
to Judgment of Expedient or Inexpedient in Matters 
1. Fass d into Law, ought in all Reaſon to reſt in Gover- 
5 


Mors and Legiſlators; and conſequently no private Per- 
ons ought to be look d upon as competent Judges of 
the Inexpedience of that, which the Legillacive Power 
has once enacted and cſtabliſh'd as Expedient. But, 


E. } 2dly, I affirm alſo that that which is not only in it 
u. ſelf Lawtul, but highly Conducible to fo great a Con- 


cern of Religion, as Decency and Order in Divine 
Worlliip; and this to that Degree, that without ir, 
ſuch Decency and Order could not ſubſiſt and continue 


e 7 2 
n that cannot be otherwiſe Inexpedient upon any conſide- 
= i rable Account wharſoever, but that all theſe Confidera- 


tions of Inexpedience will be abundantly over-balanc d 
by this one great Expedience. Now ſuch a Thing I 
aſſert the Uſe of Ceremonies in the Church to be: For 
ſince the outward Acts of Divine Worſhin cannot be 
performed, but with ſome Circumſtances and Po- 
ſtures of Body; either every Man mult be left to 


4 his own Arbitrement, to uſe what Circumſtances and 
| Poſtures he pleaſes z or a Rule mult be fixed to direct 
e theſe Things after one and the ſame Manner. The 
4 Former of Neceſſity inters Diverſity and Variety in the 
s 1 Diſcharge of the ſame Worſhip, and that by the fame 
o Neceſſity inters Diſorder and Indecency ; which by no- 
„ ithing but an Uniformity in the Behaviour and Circum- 
e ances of Perſons joining in one and the fame Wor- 


hip, can be prevented. This Argument I confeſs con- 
{cludes direQly for the Neceſſity of Ceremonies in the 
general Account; and till they are proved particularly 
unfit for this general End, 2 ſame is alſo a * 
2 0 
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of ours in particular. Come we now, Thirdly, to the 
laſt Exception, grounded upon the Smallneſs of the. 
Things excepted againſt : To which alſo my Anſwer is 
Twofold. tl 


It. That theſe things being in themſelves Lawful, 
and not only ſo, but alto determined by ſufficient Au- 
thority; their Smalneſs is ſo far from being a Reaſon 
why Men ſhould refuſe and ſtand out againſt the Uſe 

of them, that it is an unanſwerable Argument, why # 
they ſhould without any Demur ſubmit to and comply # 
with Authority, in matters which they themſelves con- 
feſs to be of no very great moment: For it ought to be 
a very great and weighty Matter indeed, that can war- . 
rant a Man in his Diſobedience to the Injunctions of 
any Lawtul Authority. And that which is a Reaſon ' 
why Men ſhould comply with their Governors, I am # 
ſure can he no Reaſon why their Governors ſhould give 
Place to them. But e 


2dly, 1 add further, That nothing actually enjoin'd 
by Law, is or ought to be look d upon as final! or little, 
as to the Uſe or Forbearance of it, during the continu- 
ance of that Law, fince, he the thing never fo ſmall in 
it ſelf, yet being by great Deliberation Eſtabliſhed, and 
for a long time ſince received in the Church, and con- 
tended for with real and great Reaſons on one fide, be 
the Reaſons never ſo plauſible (which yet hirherto does 
bs not appear) on the other; yet the Conſequence of a a 
Change cannot be accounted ſmall ; fince tis certainly 
very hazardous at beſt, and doubtful what Miſchief it 
may occaſion; how far it may proceed, and where it 
may end; eſpecially ſince the Experience of all Govern- 
ments has made it evident, that there was hardly ever 
any thing alter'd in a ſettled State, that was not fol- 
Jow'd by further and further Alterations ; and ſeveral 
Inconveniences attending thoſe Alterations, not fore- 


An indeed at fuſt, but ſuch as in the Event made too 
: | great | 
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Seat Impreſſions upon the Publick, to be accounted ei- 
ther {mall or inconhderable. 


” Theſe Exceptions being therefore ſtript both of 
Heir Plauſibility and Force to, and returned upon the 
Makers of them, it follows; That notwithſtanding all 


e late Harangues concerning our diftering in leſſer 
ings (as the Phraſe now is) and our contending about 


Inadows and the like, made by ſome amongſt us, who 
Fould fain be perſonally popular at the coſt of the 
Publick, and build themſelves a Reputation with the 
Rabble, upon the Ruins of that Church, that by all the 
Obligations of Oaths and Gratitude they are bound to 
Support, I am ſure that ſupports them: It follows, I 


v, that for the Governors of our Church, after all this, 


to be ready to yield up the received Conſtitutions of it, 


either to the Infirmity, or Importunity, or plaufible 
Exceptions (as their Advocate is pleas'd to term them) 


of our clamorous Diſſenters, is ſo far from being a part 


either of the Piety or Prudence of thoſe Governors, (as 


the ſame Advocate infinuates) that it is the Fear of ma- 
ny, both Pious and Prudent too, that in the End it is 
like to prove no other than the letting a Thief into the 
Houſe, only to avoid the Noiſe and Trouble of his rap- 
ping at the Door. 


And thus much for the firſt thing propoſed, which 


was to conſider and examine the Pretences alledg d by 
Diſſenters for our quitting or yielding up any of the 
Conſtitutions of our Church. 


Nd). I come now to the ſecond Thing, which is to 


ſhew, What are like to be the Conlequences of ſuch an 
Lieldance. | | 


In order to which, I ſhall confider theſe Two 


Things: 


1ſt. What the Temper and Diſpoſition of thoſe Men, 


| that preſs for ſuch Compliances, uſes to be. 


2d!y, 
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2dly, What the Pffect and Conſequences of ſuch * 
Compliances and Relaxations has been heretofore. 


And Firſt, for the Temper of the Men: This cer- % 
tainly ſhould be conſider'd; and if it ought to give Y 
any Force to their Demands, it ought to he extremely 
peaceable and impartial. But, are there any Qualities 
incident to the Nature of Man, that theſe Perſons are 
further from? For do they treat the Governors of the 3 
Church, with any other Appellation, but that of Prieſts } 
of Baal, Idolaters, opt among Nimrods, Formaliſts, © 
Dumb-Dogs, Proud, Popiſh Prelates, Haters of God and 
good Men, and the like? I fay, is not this their uſual ! 
Dialect ? And can we imagine, that the Spirit of Chri- 
ſtianity can ſuggeſt ſuch Language and Expreſſions ? Is 
it poſſible that where true Religion governs in the 
Heart, it ſhould thus utter it ſelf by the Mouth? And 7% 
to ſhew yet further, that this Temper can manifeſt ic | 
ſelf by Actions as well as Words, Did not theſe that 
now plead Conſcience againſt Law, Perſecute, Plun- & 
der, Kill and Murder, thoſe that pleaded and follow d 
Conſcience according to Law? And can any one aſſure * 
the Government, that they will not, under the ſame + 
Circumſtances do again the ſame Things? And tor their 
Impartiality, did they ever grant Allowance or Tole- 3 
ration to any that were Diſſenters from them? The H: 
Presbyter would grant none; and he has given the 
World ſo much under his own Hand, in thoſe many 
clamorous Books wrote by him on this Subject. 
And when his younger Brother, the abler, and more 
thriving SeCtarian of the two, had tripp'd up his Heels, 
and brought in Toleration, yet {till Epiſcopacy, as well 
as Popery, ſtood expreſly excepted from any Benefit by ? 
it, or Part in it. 

This is the Way and Temper of the Perſons we 
have to deal with. And what Pity is it, that the whole 
Government, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, * 

| en 


end and vail to them? Abrogate and deſtroy its Laws, 
bnly becauſe there is a Faction diſpos d to break them? 


Faction that will be ſure to requite ſuch a Favour 
ce done them, by uſing it to the Reproach and Ruin 


of af thoſe that did it. | 
ly Y And thus having given ſome ſhort Account of 


Se Temper and Diſpoſition of theſe Men, the next 


Te "thing is to conſider, what the Effect and Conſequences 
5 f ſuch Compliances or Relaxations had been hereto- 
Pre. | | 
, And for this I appeal to the Judgment, Reading, 


4 Experience of all, that have in any meaſure Ipply'd 
themſelves ro the Obſervation of Men and Things ; 
1 whether they yet found, that any who preſs'd for In- 
ulgences and Forbearances, did it with a real Intent 
o acquieſce, and take up with thoſe Forbearances once 
d granted them, without proceeding any farther. None 
Ever yet did, but us d them only as an Art and Inſtru- 
ment to get into Power, and make every Conceſſion a 
Step to a further Demand; ſince every Grant renders 
he Perſon to whom it is made, ſo much the more 
© Tonfiderable, when he ſhall think fit to ask more. To 
rant, is to give Ground; and ſuch Perſons ask ſome 
Things, in order to their getting others without ask- 
ing. For no Encroachers upon, or Enemies to any Pub- 
flick Conſtitution, ask all at firſt: Sedition it ſelf is 
© Fmodeſt in the beginning, and only Toleration may be 
Petitioned, where nothing leſs than Empire is deſigned. 

The Nature of Man atts the ſame Way, whether in 
Matters Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical: And can we forget the 
Methods by which that violent Faction grew upon the 
Throne? Did not the Facility and Goodneſs of the late 
ing embolden their Impudence, inſtead of farisfying their 
Deſires? Was not every Condeſcenſion, every Conceſſion, 
every Remiſſion of hisown Right, ſo far from allay ing the 
Fury of their greedy Appetites, that like a Breakfaſt, 
; it rather call d up the Stomach, and fitted it for a 4, 

ner! 
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ner? Did not craving ſtill grow upon granting? till 
nothing remain'd to be ask'd on one fide, or given 0 
the other, but the Life of the Giver. | ? 

Thus it was with the State: And I would fain hez 
any ſolid Reaſon to prove, that it will not fare alik 5 
with the Church. For how has the Papacy grown ti 
that enormous Height, and aſſum d ſuch an extrava 4 
gant Power over Sovereign Princes, but by taking Ad 
vantage over their own Grants and Favours to thai? 
See? Which {till took occaſion from thence to raiſe i: 
ſelf gradually to further and further Pretences , til 
Courteſy quickly paſs'd into Claim, and what was go 
by Petition, was held by Prerogative ; ſo that a 
length Inſolence, grown big and bold with Succeſs, knew { 
no Bounds, but trampled upon the Necks of Emperors, 
controuled the Scepter with the Crozier ; and in the 4 
Face of the World, openly avow d a Superiority and 
Pre-eminence over Crown'd Heads. — 
Thus grew the Papacy , and by the ſame Ways will # 
alſo grow other Sects: For there is a Papacy in every Þ 
Sea, or Faction; they all deſign the ſame Height and 
Greatneſs ; tho' the Pope alone hitherto has had the 
Will and Fortune to compaſs it. I 
And thus having ſhewn what has been the Effect of © 
ſuch Conceſſions heretofore, as well as deſcribed the Tem- 
per of the Perſons, who now preſs for them; I ſuppoſe! 
it will not be very difficult for us to judge, what are like! 
to be the future Effects and Conſequences of the fame a- 
mongſt our ſelves. COMETS, I ſhall lay down! 
this Aſſertion, That what Effects and Conigquences! 
any Thing has had formerly, and what in its own Na- 
ture it tends to, and is apt to produce, it is infinitely 
ſottiſh and irrational to imagine or ſuppoſe, that it 
will not produce, and cauſe in the World for the fu- 
ture. And I believe hardly any Nation or Government 
but ours, would ſuffer the fame Cheat to be trump'd 
upon it, twice immediately together. Every Society 
in the World ſtands upon the Strength of certain -_ 
| =, 
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uſtoms and received Uſages, uniting, the ſeveral Parts 


n ti | | 
ava Segun; it tends to it, and naturally ends in it; as 
Ad very Diſeaſe in the Body would be Death; and no 
tha Miſchief ever cures it ſelt. NE 
ſe i} But to paſs from Argumentations founded upon the 


Fo Senſe by particular Inſtances : Let us firlt of all ſup- 
- a1 Poſe our Dilenters to be dealt with upon Terms of 
new Comprehenſion. (as they call it) and took into the 
ors, Communion of the Church, without ſubmitting to the 
the Preſent Condition of its Communion, or any neceſſary 
and Obligation to obey the Eftabliſh'd Rules of it. Then 
Theſe things muſt follow; firſt that Men ſhall come in- 
vill to the National Miniſtry full of Scorch Covenants, and 
ery ell choſe Rebellious Principles freſh and keen upon their 
ind Ppirits, that rais'd and carry'd on the late fatal War. 
the Then will it alſo follow, that in the ſame Dioceſe, and 
Jometimes in the very ſame Town, ſome ſhall uſe the 
Surplice, and ſome ſhall not, and each ſhall have their 
Party, proſecuting one another with the birrereſt Hatred 
and Animoſities. Some in the fame Church, and at 
the ſame time ſhall receive the Sacrament Kneeling, 
4. ſome Standing, and others poſſibly Sitting. Some ſhall 
vn uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm, and others {hall not only not 
ces uſèe it themſelves, but alſo inveigh and preach againſt 
Ja- thoſe that do. Some ſhall read this Part of the Com- 
ly mon Prayer, ſome that, and ſome perhaps none at all. 
it And where (as in Cathedrals) they cannot avoid the 
fu- having it read by others, they ſhall come into the. 
nt Church when it is done; and ſtepping up ins the 
yd Pulpit, conceive a long, crude, extemporary Prayer, in 
ty. 8 of all the Prayers that the Church had been 
vs, making before. Nay! in the tame Cathedral you ſhall 


us C ſee 


* 
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ſee one Prebend in a Surplice, another in a long Cloak, ? 
another in a ſhort Coat or Tunick. And in perform- ? 
ing of the Service, ſome ſtanding up at the Creed, 
the Gloria Patri, or the reading of the Goſpel, others 
litting, and perhaps Laughing and Winking at their 
Fellow Schiſmaricks, in Scoff of thoſe that practiſe the 
Decent Orders of the Church. And from hence the 
Miſchiet ſhall paſs to the People, dividing them into 
Parties and Factions; ſo that ſome ſhall come to 
Church when ſuch an one Preaches, and abſent them 
ſelves when another does. I will not hear this Forma- 
liſt, ſays one; I will not hear that Schiſmatick, wit 


better Reaſon, ſays another. 


But in the mean time the Church is torn in pieces, 
and the common Enemies of it gratified. And theſe 


are ſome of the Effects of Comprehenſion ; nor indeed 


could any other be expected from a Project that is a- Kn 


zo Cromwell all over; ſo that I dare avouch, that to 
bring in Comprehenſion, is nothing elſe bur in un | 
W, 


Terms to Eſtabliſh a Schiſm in the Church by a 


and to ſettle a Plague in the Bowels of it, that ſhall 7 


eat out the very Heart and Soul, conſume the Vitals q 


and Spirits of ir to that degree, that in the compaſs of 


a very few Years, it ſhall ſcarce have any viſible Being 
or Subſiſtence, or ſo much as the Face of a National 
Church to ſhew, But from Comprehenfion let us pals 
to Toleration, that is, from a Plague within the Church, 
to 2 Plague round about it. And is it poſſible for the 
Church to continue ſound, or indeed ſo much as to live 
in either of theſe Caſes? Toleration is the very pulling 
up the Flood-Gates of Hell, and breaking up the 
Fountains of that great Deep, for pouring in a De- 
luge of Error, Hereſy, and Blaſphemy upon the Church. 
Some of which perhaps ſhall deny the God-head ot 
Chriſt, and ſome the Reality of his Manhood; ſome 1 
ſhall deny the Reſurrection, and ſome the Torments 
of Hell; ſome ſhall aſſert the Eternity of the World, 
and the like; and all this by authentick 3 N 
5 aw. | 
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k, Law. Whereupon it ſhall be free for every Head of a 
neu Hereſy., to gain as many Proſelytes to it as he can; 
d, and there is not one of them all, tho' never ſo abſurd, 
impious, or blaſphemous, but ſhall have Proſelytes 
and Profeſſors more or leſs. And what a vaſt Part of 
the Nation muſt this of Neceſſity draw in? So that as 
Number and Novelty eaſily runs down Truth and 
T Paucity for a while, the Orthodox Part of the Nation, 
the Church, will quickly be over-born, and ſwallowed 
up. And fince it is impoſſible for Government or So- 
a cCiety to ſubfiſt, where there is no Bond or Cement of 
wa Religion to hold it together, Confuſion mult needs fol- 
low: And fince it is equally W for Confuſion to 
laſt long, but that it muſt ſettle into ſomething at 
length, that will and muſt be Popery; Popery infalli- 
bly, irrefiſtibly. For the Church of England being once 
extinct, no other Sect or Church has any Bottom or 
Foundation; or indeed any tolerable Pretence to ſer 
up upon, bur that, And that this DeduQtion of 
Things is neither inconſequent nor precarious, we 
may be aſſured from the Papiſts themſelves. For 
did not their late Agent, who loſt his Life in their 
| Service, and whoſe Letters are ſo well known, tell 
us in one of thoſe Letters, that the Way by which 
he intended to have Popery brought in, was by 
Toleration: And that if an Ack for general Liber- 
ty of Conſcience could be obtain d, it would give 
the greateſt Blow ro the Proteltant Religion here, 
that ever it received ſince its Birth? Did he not 
alſo complain, that all their Diſappointments , Mi- 
! ſeries, and Hazards, were owing to the fatal Re- 
'©- 4 vocation (as he calls it) of the King's Declara- 
„tion for Liberty of Conſcience And laſtly, Does 
he not affirm, that all the Advantages they ex- 
7 pefted to make, was by the Help of the Non- 
conformiſts , and Preſbyterians , Independents, and 
d, 1 other Seas 2 I rranſcribe his own Words. And 
| ſhall we not here believe, that the Papiſts themſelves both 
| | C 2 knew 
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knew what were the propereſt and moſt efficacious Ways 
fer the proſecuting their own Intereſt? So that let all Þ 
our Separatilts and Diſſenters know, that they them. Þ 
ſelves are the Pope's Journeymen to carty on his Work, | 
and to do that for him, which he cannot do for himſelf. Þ 
They are his Harbingers'and Fore-runners, to prepare and 
make plain a way. for him to come 775754 us: Tha 
They, even They, who are the Joudeſt Ctiers out againſt f 
Popery, are the ſureſt and moſt induſtrious Factors for U 
it. It is their weakening the Church of England by their 
Separation from it, and their InveQtives againſt ft, that 4 
makes the Pope preſume he may attack it now (being 
thus weakened to his Hands) with Victory and Succeſs. 
The Thief fuſt breaks the Hedge of the Vineyard to 4 
filch away a few Cluſters of Grapes; but the Wild Boar t 
enters by the ſame Breach, and makes havock of all. 
As for the Church of Elend, wharſoever Fate may 1 
attend;it,. this may, and myſt be ſaid of it, Thar tis a 
Church that claims nothing. of the Secular Power to it [ 
ſelf, but Iike a poor Orphan expos d naked and friend- 
leſs to the World, pretends to. no other Helps, but the * 
Goodneſs of God, the Piety of its Principles, and the 
l 
| 
( 


Juſtneſs of its own Cauſe to maintain it. A Church 

not born into the World with Teeth and Talons like Po- 
pery and Preſbytery, but like a Lamb innocent and de- 
Renceleſs and ſilent, hot only under the Shearer, but un- 
der the Butcher too. A Church which as ir, is obediem 
to the Civil Power, without any treacherons' Diftincti- 
ons or Reſerves, ſo iy prould'be glad to have the Coupte- 
nancę and Protection of that Power; tho' if it cannot he 
Protected by it, is yet reſolved to be penceahle and quiet 
under Tt, and while ic parts with all, wo hold faſt its In- 
tegrity, . And now if God ſhould for the Nation's un- 
worthy, ungrateful Uſage of fo excellent a Church, ſo 
pure and peaceable a Religion, bereavè us of it, by let 7 
ting in the Tyranny and Superſtition of another, it is 
Pity but it ſhowld come in its full Force and Power. } 
And then I hope that ſuch as have betrayed and eff 4p | 
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Kheir Countrey, will conſider, that there is à Temporal 
2 well as an Eccleſiaſtical Intereſt concerned in the 
Eaſe; that there are Lands to be convetted as well as He. 
Sticks, and that thoſe that pretend they can with a 
Vord's ſpeaking change the Subſtance of ſome Things 


ad Un with as much Eaſe alter the Property of others. 
iat God's Will be doße in all Things; but if Popery ever 
10 Jomes in by Enghſh Hands, we doubt not bur it will 
for | ly pay the Scores of thoſe that bring it in. 

ir 2. I come now to the third and laſt Thing propoſed, 
1It © hich was to ſhew, What Influence and Efficacy a ſtrict 
"g dherence to the Conſtitutions of the Church, and an 
As. Sbſclute Refuſal to part with any of them is like to 


Knee Ways, by which it tends ew to procure 
ſuch a Settlement. 


4 | 

7 1ſt, By being the grand and moſt ſovereign Means, 
it Ko cauſe and preſerve Lay in the Church. The Pſal. 
A. Sri? mentions this as one 2 of the nobleſt and greateſt Ex- 


Tellencies of the Fewiſh Church, Pſalm 122. ver. 3. that 


* St 28 built as a City that is at Unity with it ſelf. Unity 
ch Sives Strength, and Strength Conrinuance. The Papiſts 
'Þ 

OQ- 


Abroad 1 tell us, That if we could but once 
ji be united amongſt our ſelves, we ſnould be a formida- 
n ble Church indeed. And for this Reaſon there was none 
1+ {whom they ſo mortally hated, as the late Renowned 
Mi. f Archbiſhop and Martyr, whoſe whole Endeavours were 
te. to cftabliſh and ſeltle Uniformity in all the Britiſi 
be Churches. For his Zeal and Activity in which glorious 
& | Attempt, the ee cut him oft, according to the 
n. 4 Papiſts Hearts defire. ' 

n. 4 Now'a Reſolution. to keep all the Conftiturtons of 
{| I the Church, the Parts of its Service, and Conditions of its 
. Communion entire, without lopping off any one of them, 
58 | mult needs unite all the Miniſters and Members of i ir, 
er + while it engages them (as the Apoſtle paſſionately ex- 
24 | horts his Co1 inthians, 1 Cor, chap. 1. ver, 10.) to ſpeak 
1 all 
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all the fame Thing. But if any one is indulged in ti 
Omiſſion of the leaſt Thing enjoined , they cannot 
ſaid to ſpeak all the ſame Thing. In which, beſides th 
Deformity of the Thing it ſelf, that where the Wo 
ſhip is the ſame, the manner of performing it ſnoul 
be ſo different, this Difference of Practice will certainly 

uce allo an irreconcileable Dfvifion of Mind 
ince ſuch Diverſity cannot be imagined to procee 
from any other Thing, than an Opinion, that one Ma 
underſtands and does his Duty after a better and mor! 
ſpiritual Manner than another; and conſequently ha 
the Start of his Neighbour or Fellow-Minifter, either ii 
Point of Judgment or Devotion. In neither of which 
are Men apt to give Precedency, eſpecially when i 
comes once to be conteſted, Unity without Uniformity & 
is like Eſſence without Exiſtence; a meer Word and 2 E 
Notion, no where to be found in Nature. 2 
2. A ſtrict Adherence to the Conſtitution of the K 
Church, is a direct way] to ſettle it, by begetting in the K 
Churches Enemies themſelves an Opinion of the Good- 
neſs and Requifiteneſs of thoſe Ways, for which they 
ſee the Governors and Miniſters of the Church ſo con- 
cern d, they can by no means be brought to recede from 
them. Let Factious People pretend what they will out- 
wardly, yet they cannot but Reaſon with themſelves in- 
wardly, that certainly there muſt be ſomething more 
than ordinary in thoſe things that Men of Parts, and 
Reaſon, and good Lives, ſo zealouſly contend- for, and 
w tenaciouſly adhere to. For tis not natural to ſup- 
poſe, that ſerious Men can or will he reſolute for Tri- 
ges, fight for Straws, and encounter the fierceſt Oppo- 
ſition 51 ſuch Things, as all the Intereſts of Piety and 


| 


Religion may be equally provided for, whether the 
Church retains, or parts with them: This is unnatural * 
and impoſſible. And on the other fide, let none think, 
that the People will have any Reverence for that, for 
which the Paſtors of the Church themſelves ſhew an In- 


And | 


difference. 
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And here let me utter a great, but ſad Truth; a Truth 
Wt ſo fit to be ſpoke, as to be ſighed out by eve 
th ue Son, and Lover of the Church: That the Wounds 
Voter che Church of England now bleeds by, ſhe has re- 
dul ved in the Houſe of ber Friends; and that Noncon- 
1 Mmity, and a Separation from it, and a Contempt of 
Excellent Conſtitutions of it, have proceeded from 
ching more, than from the Partial, Treacherous, Half- 
Mr @onformity of too many of its Miniſters: The Surplice 
metimes worn, and oftner laid afide; the Liturgy fo 
ha Mad, as if they were aſhamed of it; the Service ſo 
„ @rtail'd, as if the People were to have but the Tenths 
that, for the Tenths they paid. The Clerical Ha- 
It negleQed, the Sacrament undecently Adminiſtred, 
iry the Furniture of the Altar abuſed, and the Table of the 
* Bord prophaned. Theſe and the like vile Paſſages have 
made ſome Schiſmaticks, and confirmed others: Theſe 
the ave made many Nonconformiſts to the Church by 
the heir conforming to their Miniſter. It was an Obſerya- 
od. Bon and a Saying of a Judicious Prelate, That of all 
the ſorts of Enemies that our Church had, there was 


= | none ſo Deviliſh, ſo Pernicious, and likely to prove 
>m 7 {© fatal to it, as the Conforming Puritan, It was 2 
Freat Truth, and not long after ratified by direful Expe- 


Fience. For if you would know what the Conforming 
Puritan is, he is one that lives by the Altar, and turns 
his Back upon it; one that catches at the Preferments of 
ind the Church, but hates the Diſcipline and Orders of it; 
pne that praQtiſes Conformity, as Papiſts take Oaths and 
Teſts; that is, with an inward Abhorrence of what he 
xloes for the preſent, and a Reſolution to act quite contra- 
xy when occaſion ſerves: One that during his Confor- 
mity, will be ſure to be known by ſuch a diſtinguiſhing 
Badge as ſhall point him out to, and fecure his Credit 
with the Fanatick Brotherhood: One that {till declines 
reading the Church-Service himſelf, leaving that Work 
to Curates and Readers, thereby to keep up a profitable 
Patereſt with thriving Seditious Trades- men, and groan- 


ing. 


ing, ignorant, but rich Widows. One that in the midi 
of his Conformity thinks of a Turn, and is careful to bf 
have himſelf ſo, as not to out-ſhoot his Game, but 1 
ſtand right and fair, in caſe a Revolution ſhould brin: 
Fanaticiſm again into Faſhjon, which it is more tha 
poſſible he ſecretly wiſhes for. Theſe and the like ar ® 
the Principles that Ac and Govern the Conforming Pu 
ritan, who, in a word, is nothing elſe, but Ambition 
Avarice, and Hy pocriſy, ſerving all the real Intereſts d 
Schiſm and Faction in the Churches Livery. 
Now if there be any ſuch here (as I hope there ; 
none) however he may ſooth up and flatter himſelf}, yet. 
when hie hears of ſuch and ſuch of his Neighbours, Pa. 
rithioners, or Acquaintance running to Convepticles; 
fuch and ſuch turned Quakers, others fallen off to Po- 
pery; and laſtly ,, when the Noiſe of the dreadful Na. © 
tional Diſturbances and Dangers ſhall ring about his £ 
Ears; let him lay his Hand upon his Heart, and ſay, It 
is I. that by my Conforming by halves, and by my K 
treacherous prevaricating with my Duty, ſo ſolemnly 
ſworn to; I that by * a Contempt upon the Ser- 
vice and Orders of the Pureſt, and the Beſt Conſtituted 
Church in the World, flubbering over one, and {lighting ! 
the other, have ſcandalized, and caſt a ſtumbling Block F 
before all the Neighbourhood ; and been the Cauſe off 
this Man's Faction, that Man's Quakeriſm, the others 
Popery; and thereby have, in my Proportion, contri- Þ 
buted to thoſe diſmal Convulſions, that now ſo terribly | 
{hake, and threaten both Church and State: I ſay, let 
him take his ſhare of this horrid Guilt, for God and F 
Man muſt lay it at his Door; it is the Genuine Reſult * | 
of his Actions; it is his own, and will ſtick faſter and K 
cloſer to him, than to be thrown off by him, like his f 
Surplice. ms 
3. Thirdly and laſtly, A ſtric Adherence to the Rules F 
of the Church, without any Abatement in favour of Diſ- . 
ſenters, is the way to ſettle and eſtabliſh it, by poſſeſſing F 
its Enemies with an awful Eſteem of the Conſcience F 
| and F 
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) h ind Courage of the Governors and Miniſters of it; for 


nidih 


the Things under Debate be given up to the Ad ver- 


t f the N 

rim Hiry, it muſt be upon one of theſe two Accounts: Ei- 
thy Mer firſt, that the Perſons who thus yield them up, judge 
an hem not fit to be retained; or, Secondly, That they find 


Kcmſelves unable to retain them. One or both of theſe 

uſt of Neceſſity be imply'd in ſuch an Yieldance. 
If the Firſt, then will our Diſſenters cry out, Where 
Sas been the Conſcience of our Church Governors for 
„ many Years, in impoſing and inſiſting upon thoſe 
F hings, which they themſelves now acknowledge, and 
Fonfels not fit to be inſiſted upon ? And is not this at 
les: once to own all the libellous Charges and Invectives, 
Po. Which the Nonconformiſts have been ſo long purſuing 
Na. our Church with ? Js not this to fling Dirt upon the 
his Government of it ever fince the Reformation? Nay, 
It Joes not the ſame Dirt fall upon the Reformers them- 
my Elves, who firſt put our Church into the Order it is in 
nly At preſent, and died for it when they had done © Such 
er- Herefore as arediſpoſed to humour theſe Diſſenters, by 
ted Riving up any of the Conſtitutions of our Church, 
ins Mould do well to conſider what and how much is im- 
ck Ported by ſuch an Act. And this they ſhall find to be 
of bo leſs than a tacir Acknowledgment of the Truth and 
rs Juſtice of all thoſe Pleas, by which our Adverſaries have 
tri. been contending for ſuch an Yieldance all along. The 
bly Truth is, it will do a great deal towards a Removal of 
the Charge of Schiſm from their Doors to ours, by re- 
nd Preſenting the Grounds of their Separation from us hi- 
ult Jherto lawful at the leaſt. For the whole State of the 
-4 Matter between us lies in a very little Compaſs; That 
his Either the Church of England enjoins ſomething unlaw- 
Jul, as the Condition ot her Communion , and then ſhe 
les F Schiſmatical; or there is no unlawtul Thing enjoin'd 
il. Ey her, and then thoſe that ſeparate from her are the 
ng | chiſmaricks. And till they prove that the Church ot 
ce Helund requires of ſuch as communicate with her, ei- 
nd er the Belief of W falſe, or the . of 
ö ome- 


ſomething impious, it is impoſſible to prove. the ol 


and Ambaſſadors of thoſe Princes; but ſo far were they 
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lawfulneſs of thoſe Things that ſhe makes the Conditi- 
on of her Communion, and conſequently to free thoſe 
that ſeparate, from the Charge of Schiſm. 4:40 
Now while this is the Perſuaſion of the Governors of 
our Church concerning theſe Things, the World cannot 
but look upon them in their immoveable Adherence to 
them, as acting like Men of Conſcience, and which is 
next to it, like Men of Courage. The Reputation of 
which two Qualities in our Biſhops, will do more to the 
daunting of che Church's Enemies, than all their Conceſh: - 
ons can do towards the Reconciling them. Courage awes 
an Enemy, and back d with Conſcience confounds him. 
He that having Law on his Side, reſolves not to yield, 5 
takes the directeſt Way to be yielded to. For where an 
Enemy ſees Reſolution, he ſuppoſes Strength; but to “ 
ield is to confeſs Weakneſs , and conſequently to em- F 
Iden Oppoſition. And I believe it will one Day be 
found, that nothing has contributed more to make the } 
Diſſenting Nonconforming-Party conſiderable , than 
their being thought ſo. It has been our courting them, 
and treating with them, that has made them ſtand up- 
on their own Terms, inſtead of coming over to ours. 
And here I ſhall ſhut up this Confideration with one 
Remark, and it is about the Council of Trent. The 
Deſign of which Council, in all the Princes chat were 
ſo earneſt for the Calling it, was ro humble and re- 
duce the Power of the Papacy : And great and fierce 
Oppoſition was made againlt it all along by the Prelates 


From prevailing, that the Papacy weather d out the 
Storm, and fixed it ſelf deeper and ſtronger than ever 
it was before. But what Method did it take thus to 
ſettle it felt? Why, in a word, no other but a poſitive 
Reſolution not to yield, or part with any Thing; nor 
to give Way rither to the Importunity, or plauſible Ex- 
ceptions, nor (which is yer more) to the Power of 
thoje Prince : So that (as the Writer of the Hiſtory 
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chat Council obſerves) n all thoſe 


iti. Wolent Bluſters and Aſſaults made on every Side 
be Papal Power, yet in the End, the Patience and Re- 
Mlution of the Legates overcame all. 3 
Nom what may we gather from hence? Why, ſurely 
5 natural, that if Courage and Reſolution: could 
to & of ſuch Force to ſupport a bad Cauſe, it cannot be 
is WE leſs to maintain and carry on a good. And if it 
Puld thus long prop up a rotten Building, that has no 
Eoundation, why may it not only ſtrengthen but even 
. Serperuate that, which has ſo firm an one, as the Church 
r England ſtands upon? | 
im. ra Could Yate er it ne- 
| teſſary, to take ſuch a peremptory with thoſe 
— Diſſenters in the Church of Galaria, yr 
to give Place to them; no, not for an Hour? And is it 
pot more neceſſary for us, where the Pretences for the 
Schiſm are leſs plauſible, and the Perſons perverted by 
it more numerous? Let us briefly lay together the Rea- 
Ins and Arguments why we ſhould deal with our Dit- 
„ Enters, as St. Paul did with thoſe , not to give Place to 
Ibem at all. 


one Becauſe, Firſt , by our yielding or giving Place to 
The them, we have no rational Ground to conclude , that 
„ere Ive ſhall gain them, but rather encourage them to 
re· encroach upon us by further Demands; ſince the Expe- 
erce rience of all Governments has found Conceſſions ſo far 
ates ſrom quieting Diſſenters, that they have only 
hey animated them to greater and fiercer Contentions. 
the 2. By our yielding or giving Place to them, we 
ever make the eftabliſh'd Laws, in which theſe Men can 
s to neither prove Injuſtice, nor Inexpedience, ſubmit to 
tive them, who in Duty, Reaſon, and Conſcience are bound 
nor Ito obey thoſe Laps 
Ex- 3. By our yielding or giving Place to them, we grant 
of that to thoſe, who being themſelves in Power, never 
tory 1 D 2 ; ; thought 
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thoueht it reaſonable to grant the ſame to othets in thi 
„ 110 97903 CHI, . NE I 
4. By our yielding or giving Place to theni, we brit 
2 pernicious incurable Evil into the Church, if it be by 
a Comprebenſion; or ſpread à fatal Contagion round 


. 


about it, if it be by Toleratien. 4 
J. By our yielding to theſe Men in a way of Com 
prehenſion, we bring thoſe into the Church, who -oncell 
deſtroyed and pulled it down as Unlawful and Anti 
Chriſtian, and never yet rernounc'd the Principles by 
which they did ſo nor (it is to be feared) ever will: 

6. By ſuch a Comprehenſion, we endeavour to fa. 
tisfy thoſe Perſons, who could Hhevet yet agree amongſt f 
themſelves about any one thing or Conſtitution in which 
they would all reft ſatisfhed. - 

7. By indulging them this way, we att partially, 
in gratifying one Sect, who can pretend to no Favour, ® 
but what others may as juſtly claim, who are not com- 
prehended ; and withal imprudently, in indulging one & 
Party who will do us no good, to the Exaſperation ot 
many more, .who have a greater Power to do us hurt. 

8. By ſuch a Conceſſion, we ſacrifice the Conſtituti- 
ons of our Church to the Will and Humour of thoſe, 
whom the Church has no need of; neither their Abili- 
ties, Parts, Piety, Intereſt, nor any thing elſe belonging | 
to them conſidered. | 

9. And laſtly, By ſuch a Courſe we open the Mouths 
| of the Romiſh Party againſt us, who will be ſtill re- 
| proaching us, for- going off from their Church to a 
{he Conſtitution that we our ſelves think fit to relinquiſh, 
hy-altering her Diſcipline, and the Terms of her Com- 

3 munion; and may juſtly ask of us, Where and in what 
ö wu of Church-Conſtitutions we intend finally to 
[hey Xx? | | 
| Theſe, amongſt many more, are the Reaſons why we 


f contend that our Diſſenters are not to be given Place 
to, But after all this, may it not be asked, Whether 
3 
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th were not better to ſubmit to the, forementipned An- 
nveniencies, rather than, the Church ſhould be utter- 
 ruined?, To this I anHœ fte 
1. That the Cale is lſaciouſly put, and ſuppoſes, 
tif cheſe things be, ſubmitted to, the Church will 
r be zawed, which 1 deny; and upon the foregoing, 
oounds affirm it much more. probable that jt, will: 
Wo which I add alſo, that of the two it is much bettex, 
Hat the Church ſhould be run down by a tude Violence 
Fer-powering it, than be given up by our own Ac 
Id Conſent. For the firſt can only take away its Re- 
A. Enues, and diſcourage or ſuppreſs the publick Exerciſe 
F its Diſcipline, but can't deſtroy its Conſtitution as 
He latter does. 
The former will be our Calamity ; but the latter be- 
g- the Effect of our_own Conſent, will render us in- 
&:cuſable to all, both our Friends, our Enemies, and 
. Sur ſelves too: And in the midſt of our Deſolation, 


Eve us not ſo much as the Conſcience of a good Cauſe 


of comfort us. 

. To explain which Inſtance. Suppoſe our Land 
Iti- Ner- run by a foreign Invaſion, yet ſtilFrhe Body ot the 
fe, Laus of England may be faid to remain entire, tho 


he Execution of them be ſuperſeded; but if they be 
ancell'd by Act of Parliament, they ceaſe to be, or to 
Fe called any longer the Laws of England. 

Afid in Ike manner, if our ChufetrGovernors; and 


re- He Clergy, concur not to the diſannulling the Canons, 
à Mules and Orders of our Church, the Conſtitution of it 
ſh. Pill fill remain, tho' the Condition of it be obſcur'd 
m. Perſecution, and perhaps diſabled from ſhewing it 
at Elf in a National Body; Juſt as it fared with it in the 


ate Rebellion : And who knows but if Force and Ra- 
ine thould again bring it into the like Condition, the 
oodneſs of God may again give it the like ReſurreQi- 
n? But if we ſurrender it up our ſelves, to us it is 
ead aud gone, paſt all Recovery. 


it And 


And therefore, what remains now, but that we i 
plore the continued Protection of the Almighty m 
on a Church by ſuch a Miracle reſtored to us Ky 
(all things conſidered) by as great a Miracle preſerve 
hitherto amongſt us; that He Soul defeat its ies © 
and increaſe its Friends, and fettle it upon fach F•m 
dations of Purity, Peace, and Order, hit the its is 
Hell may 1 not prevail againſt it 2 


